CH. xxvn.                               IRISH EENTS.                                       159

the account of Arthur Young in the eighteenth century,1 and it
is the conclusion to which the best contemporary investigators
have also arrived.2 It does not rest merely on the testimony of
isolated and, perhaps, prejudiced observers. As I have already
urged, it is proved beyond all reasonable doubt by the fact that,
for more than a century, the immediate tenant almost invariably
sub-let his tenancy at an enhanced rent, and that the same pro-
cess was continued two or three deep; and also by the fact that,
wherever it has been the custom to allow the tenant to sell his
right to occupy his farm on the terms agreed on with his land-
lord, this sale of tenant-right has become a constant and lucra-
tive transaction. In our own day we have seen a number of
valuable legal rights, which, a few years ago, incontestably be-
longed to the landlord, transferred without compensation by
English legislation to the tenant, with the result, that an estate
which, in the eyes of the law, was the sole property of the
nominal owner, and which, in innumerable cases, had been
recently sold to him by the Government itself, under a parlia-
mentary title, has become, both in law and in fact, a joint pro-
perty of landlord and tenant. I do not here dilate upon the
essentially confiscatory character of this legislation. I refer to
it only because it has been mainly justified on the ground that
the rights of tenants, which recent legislation has established,
had, for many generations, been generally recognised by custom,
though entirely without the sanction of the law. We can
hardly have a more striking illustration of the blindness and

1 I   have  examined this subject          2 Thus the Bessborough Cornrnis-

more fully (iv. 315-317).    In  Dean     sion in 1881 summed up the results

Tucker's  tract on Union or  Separcb-     of a careful examination into   this

tion> which was written in 1785, but     point.    * Though the amount of rent

published by Dr. Clarke in 1799, there     was always at the discretion of the

is an interesting note on the agrarian     landlord,   and   the   tenant   had, in

system, in Ireland.  The writer notices     reality, no voice in regulating what

(pp. 11, 12) that the rents received     he had to pay,  nevertheless it was

in   Ireland   by  the owners   in  fee,     unusual to  exact what  in  England

are * extremely low and moderate,'     would have been considered as a full

but that the rents paid by the actual     or fair commercial rent.    Such a rent

cultivators are much higher than in     over many of the larger estates, the

England. He says : ' The great tracts     owners of which were resident, and

of land that are given in lease, and     took an interest in  the  welfare of

divided by the lessee, to be subdivided     their tenants, it has  never been the

by other lessees, until the cottager is     custom to demand.    The example has

crushed by the number of those he     been largely followed, and is, to the

has to support above him, is a sore     present day, rather the rule than the

and crying evil.'                                     exception in Ireland.'   (Report, p. 3.)